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Introduction
Since the signing of the Joint Declaration between the United Kingdom (UK) and Hongkongese are decreasing, and giving way to mixed attachments (Ma & Fung, 2007: 174) . Similar changes are taking place in various cultural and media forms, ranging from film to stand-up comedy (Leung, 2000 , Tsang & Wong, 2004 . In Hong Kong television, for instance, the earlier depictions of the mainlanders as unsophisticated and backward have slowly been replaced by more positive and multifaceted and even discordant portrayals, within which 'an integrative national imagination is acknowledged but not fully embraced' (Mathews et al., 2008: 76; see also Ma, 1999: 39-52 ).
This variety of cultural attachments calls for a more nuanced examination of the interactions between politics, identity and the media in Hong Kong -an examination that, to borrow from Chan and Lee (2007: 131) , 'attends to the details, nuances, and contradictions in media politics in Hong Kong and aims to "identify and conceptualize" recurrent patterns, emerging phenomena, strategies used by various actors, and specific mechanisms through which specific outcomes are produced'. In this article, we seek to contribute to this endeavour by examining the discursive construction of Hong Kong identity in the newspaper coverage of the 2005 CE Election. Our aim is not only to provide a detailed description and interpretation of the competing constructions of Hong Kong identity present in the press, but also to offer an explanation of how and why these divergent discursive patterns are related to the political economy of the Hong Kong press. To that end, we develop a methodological framework -described in the following section -that combines CADS with an examination of media ownership patterns and political affiliations of individual newspapers.
To our knowledge, this is the first systematic study of identity construction in the Hong Kong press -a fact that is somewhat surprizing given the prominent role of This is a pre-print version. Final version: 'Hong Kong Identity and the Press-Politics Dynamics: A Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study', Asian Journal of Communication 22(5): 206-27. 8 the print media in the Hong Kong media market. In 2007, the territory's newspaper circulation was among the top 10 in the world, second only to Japan in Asia (World Association of Newspapers, 2008: 87) . While issues of political economy, media ownership, and more generally the press-politics dynamics in Hong Kong have attracted significant scholarly attention (e.g. Kuan & Lau, 1988; Clement & Chan, 1999; Lai 2007) , empirical research that would systematically connect the presspolitics dimensions to issues of cultural identity is lacking.
The focus of our study is the press coverage of the CE Election in 2005, one of the most important political events in Hong Kong's history since the 1997 handover.
The CE is the head of the Hong Kong government, and the highest representative position in Hong Kong. The position was established upon the handover of 1997, replacing the Governor of the British colonial regime. According to HKSAR Basic Law, the CE 'shall be the head of the HKSAR and shall represent the Region', but at the same time, it 'shall be accountable to the Central People's Government and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in accordance with the provisions of this law' (Basic Law Article 43). This peculiar position turns the CE Election into a potential focus of contestation over Hong Kong's relationship with China, which makes this event a particularly apposite choice for our study. The 2005 election was particularly interesting in two respects. First, the previous CE enjoyed little popular support and his second term ended prematurely due to mass protests. Second, the elections were marked by the active involvement of a wide range of political actors from various camps, each fostering a particular notion of Hong Kong identity and its relationship with China. This diversity was reflected also in the media.
Analytical framework and sampling
Corpus-Assisted Discourse Studies (CADS) have gained prominence in recent years as an effective tool for the analysis of discourse across a range of social domains, including in particular the media and politics (e.g. Stubbs, 1996; Baker, Gabrielatos, KhosraviNik, Krzyzanowski & McEnery, 2008; Prentice, 2010; Freake, Gentil & Sheyholislami, 2011) . Drawing on techniques developed within corpus linguistics, such as the analysis of word frequency lists and concordances, CADS seeks to identify regular discursive patterns that characterize particular corpora of texts, and interprets their significance using tools developed within discourse studies.
Proponents of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) have been particularly eager to explore the potential of such multi-method designs, and thereby address some of the frequently raised criticisms raised by CDA's critics. Due to the tendency to use small samples and apply analytical procedures in an unsystematic manner, CDA often lacks generalizability and runs the risk of merely bearing out analyst's preconceptions (McEnery & Wilson, 1996: 76; Koller & Mautner, 2004) . The application of methods derived from corpus linguistics enables the use of larger samples and thus provides a basis for generalizations, as well as increases the degree of rigour and precision (Baker et al., 2008) . This is not so say that CDA is the only one to gain from a multi-method design. While quantitative methods, such as those associated with traditional corpus linguistics, provide efficient tools for description, they do not offer much basis for interpreting what the particular measurements or frequencies might mean. To build such an interpretation, we need to examine the specific meanings attached to a word or a sequence in a particular context -and here is where CDA is of value (Stubbs, This is a pre-print version. Final version: 'Hong Kong Identity and the Press-Politics Dynamics: A Corpus-Assisted Discourse Study', Asian Journal of Communication 22(5): 206-27. 1996; Baker et al., 2008) . Given its focus on the relationship between language and power, CDA can help interpret the patterns identified by means of corpus analysis, and suggest how they might be involved in the reproduction of power hierarchies.
CADS was used in a number of studies investigating issues similar to the one tackled in our study: media representations of refugees and asylum seekers (e.g. Baker et al., 2008; O'Halloran, 2009; KhosraviNik, 2010) , as well as constructions of nationhood in public and policy debates (Prentice 2010; Freake et al., 2011) . In relation to Hong Kong, the combination of corpus techniques and CDA has been used most extensively by Flowerdew (1997a Flowerdew ( , 2004 , though his analysis was focused on speeches and other public pronouncements rather than the press coverage. In one of his studies, Flowerdew (1997a) analysed the discourse of the last British Governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten, in a five-year period of his office. In this paper, Flowerdew used computer-generated word frequency counting to indicate the discursive strategy behind the lexical choices. This method revealed the overwhelming positive construction of the key elements that Pattern dedicated to promote: the free market economy, the freedom of the individual, the rule of law, and democracy. In his later WordSmith, is that Chinese written texts do not contain word delimiters, i.e. space.
Segmentation is the first step for text processing. Segmenting Chinese text into words requires a large language source as well as a complicated processing system and to this day, there is no widely recognized system or computer application software that is capable of that. Due to that, our study had to resort to semi-automated scanning and coding using basic facilities provided by Microsoft Office applications, and the corpus had to be limited to a practical size for hand-tagging while maintaining the maximum possible representativeness.
With these considerations in mind, we devised two analytical techniques amenable to fast coding and quantification. The first of the two quantitative techniques consists of comparing the frequencies of labels commonly used to refer to This is a pre-print version. Government 中央'. These labels were selected based on an initial reading of the subsample containing editorials (see Table 1 ). Frequency statistics has been adopted by discourse analysts to examine lexical choices (e.g. Orpin, 2005; Ding, 2007) , and can help us identify the relationships between discourse and power (Higgins, 2004: 638) . Given that the construction of collective identity is closely intertwined with the construction of the boundary between the collective self and the other (Billig 1995: 66; Lawler 2008: 2-4), we expected that the frequencies of these labels will provide an insight into whether and to what extent Mainland China featured as a relevant other in the coverage. The chosen event was a local, Hong Kong event, and as such did not necessarily require much mention of China as a whole or the Central Governmentunless the involvement of the latter in the election was seen as illegitimate, i.e. if
Mainland China was seen as Hong Kong's other rather than as an extended self. A higher frequency of any of these labels could thus be taken as an indicator of the greater prominence of China as a relevant other.
One could object that one of these labels -'China' -could also be used as a label for an extended self that includes Hong Kong, in which case its proportion could be high and yet this would not mean that China features as Hong Kong's other. To address this issue, we complemented the analysis of frequencies with an examination of the meanings attached to this particular label. We devised a coding schedule to analyse the meanings of 'China' in the coverage, and distinguished between three meanings: (a) China including Hong Kong (i.e. China as an extended self), (b) China excluding and/or or in parallel with Hong Kong, (c) China in control of Hong Kong.
The coding scheme was developed through open qualitative (thematic) coding based direct object, e.g. to shut (the door, the window etc.) or to demand (changes, democracy etc.) -puts the actor in an active, powerful position vis-à-vis others. Given our research aims, this technique could thus be used to reveal whether Hong Kong is constructed as a relatively active/powerful actor. However, a simple distinction between transitive/intransitive verbs proved insufficient for our analysis. As the pilot study revealed, many of the verbs encountered in our materials could not be easily fitted into one of the two categories, which led to a significant proportion of cases being designed as 'other', and thus called for a more nuanced coding scheme. To achieve that, we developed a five-fold typology of verbs outlined above. Using this typology we could develop a 'profile' for each of the selected identity labels, which could serve as an indicator of the relative level of activity/power assigned to it in the coverage.
Throughout the analysis, the application of quantitative techniques was paralleled by the use of qualitative techniques. These served both to fine-tune the quantitative techniques, as well as to check whether our interpretations of quantitative results were correct. Due to the limitations of word count, we cannot provide a full, in-depth presentation of qualitative results in our paper, but we do offer some examples to support and illustrate quantitative results.
These analytical techniques were applied to a corpus of 500 articles, totalling 498,173 Chinese characters, derived from five key Hong Kong daily newspapers from across the political spectrum (Table 1) 
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To achieve our research aim -namely to link different discursive constructions of Hong Kong identity to the press-politics dynamics -we had to complement these analytical techniques with another layer of analysis. As Fairclough (2006:29) explains, the production of discourse is shaped by non-discursive conditions, including 'structural characteristics of particular societies, features of their institutions, aspects of their history, as well as factors to do with the beliefs, attitudes and values of their people'. With regard to media institutions, several arguments have been advanced to explain different relationships between the media, economy and the political process across. The influence of media owners and the impact of market pressures have been at the forefront of these debates. On the one hand, media owners -be they political parties, state institutions, or members of the business elites -may seek to use the media to further their own interests, even when these run against commercial imperatives (e.g. Curran & Seaton, 1991) . On the other hand, market pressures force the media to maximize revenues by appealing to the largest possible number of readers, and to that end, the media need to reflect audience tastes (Street, government (cf. Ku, 2007:186) . Nonetheless, recent studies suggest that journalistic professionalism has proved rather persistent, continues to serve as a shield against power pressures, and is often acting hand-in-hand with commercial imperatives (Lee & Lin, 2006) . Due to these forces, the political orientation of individual newspapers does not always map neatly onto ownership patterns. To be able to explain why the press coverage is as it is, we therefore need to take into account not only media ownership, but also and commercial imperatives. The role of newspaper types has also been taken into consideration. As some studies suggest, tabloid newspapers have a greater inclination to populism, while broadsheets are characterized by balanced coverage (e.g. Mazzoleni, 2004) , although the exact relationship between the two types of newspapers can vary considerably from country to country (Hallin and Mancini, 2004: 158-9) . In this excerpt Hong Kong is not subordinated to or integrated into China: the two units exist in parallel. Hong Kong acts as an agent that mediates between China and the rest of the world. 'China' is the one that needs Hong Kong's support in order to gain access to the international stage.
Apart from the economy, politics also occasionally serves as a marker that distinguishes Hong Kong from China and therefore prevents us from seeing 'China' as a label that embraces both Hong Kong and the mainland, as in this example from
HKEJ:
Excerpt 2. His [Tsang's] way of expression not only caused the discontentment from members of the last administration, but also does not comply with the tradition of being virtuous and sincere among the Chinese people and in Chinese politics…In the west, politicians get the regime through elections every four/five years. In the name of 'legitimation by the people', they can totally abandon the promises made during the election and do whatever they want. In China, just because there is no clear legitimization, the leaders of the Communist Party who need to keep the reins have to be trembling with fear, cautious as in front of an abyss and walking on thin ice. They need to keep coming up with achievements, to gain popular acceptance of their legitimacy. (HKEJ, 7 June 2005) This excerpt includes two ways of using the label 'China/Chinese': one inclusive and one exclusive. When 'Chinese' is related to tradition (i.e. 'the tradition of being virtuous and sincere'), it is inclusive, and refers to something that Tsang, as Hong
Kong's leader, may need to comply with as well. When related to politics, however, 'China' -where the communist party rules -does not include Hong Kong anymore.
In contrast to HKEJ and Apple Daily, the pro-central government papers most often used 'China/Chinese' in its inclusive sense, as for instance in this excerpt from
Oriental Daily:
Excerpt 3. Maybe China is a nation that emphasizes sensibility rather than sense. In Taiwan In this case, China not only includes Hong Kong, but also the controversial Taiwan.
Yet 'China' is not the country or the government. It is used as the label of the nation, which shares the same way of thinking and acting. By using 'China/Chinese' as tradition or culture, the papers invoke the 'imagined community' of the Chinese in the broad sense. Despite the political difference, mainland China and Hong Kong, even
Taiwan, are part of the same traditions and ways of living. In contrast to the excerpt from Apple Daily, the Hong Kong inhabitants here appear overwhelmingly powerless, and are mostly objects of other's actions: their participation is 'enhanced', their support 'won', they are being 'communicated' with, and the discussion between them and the government is being 'improved'. Even the mental activities related to Hong Kong people or citizens are a product of someone else's action: they are 'disappointed'; their 'hope' is 'catered to' and their 'trust' is 'gained'. The self-identity labels are used in a way that constructs Hong Kong inhabitants as incapable of independent actions and even incapable of their own thoughts and feelings. They have to be led or manipulated by another agent -most often, the CE. In fact, the journalist assumes that it is the Hong Kong public's own will to be led by the elites. The power differential is presented not only as natural but also as something that is welcomed by the public. The uncompromising manner of the CE criticized by other newspapers is described as the strong point that 'catered' to people's hopes. This construction of Hong Kong's self-identity is clearly in line with the political affiliation of WWP as the mouthpiece for the central government. Yet again, we can see a clear link between the use of self-identity labels and the newspaper's political background and ownership.
Conclusions
The results indicate that the discursive constructions of Hong Kong identity vary depending on the newspaper's ownership, the presence/absence of commercial imperatives, and newspaper type. The two papers owned by pro-democracy elites seem more inclined to construct Mainland China as Hong Kong's other than either the state-sponsored paper or the two papers owned by pro-government elites. They have a greater tendency to use the label 'China' to signify a unit that excludes Hong Kong, they more often raise the issue of the relationship between Hong Kong and the Mainland, and when they do, they also depict the Hong Kong inhabitants in more active terms. In contrast, the pro-government papers are more inclined to see 'China'
as a unit that includes Hong Kong, and they tend to abstain from discussing the Hong Kong-China relationship, and instead present the election as a local event. When they This is a pre-print version. Pao is in some ways more similar to the two pro-democracy papers than the tabloid
Oriental Daily.
We should of course acknowledge that the scope for generalization on the basis of these results is restricted. Due to the absence of a suitable software package, the sample was rather small, and the number of newspapers limited. With only five different newspapers, and three variables, it is clearly impossible to achieve a high level of reliability and representativeness. Nonetheless, the paper suggests that corpus-assisted discourse studies can be of great value in the further elaboration and testing of social scientific theories, not only in the realm of communication and media, but also social sciences more broadly. For instance, with regard to Hong Kong, the analytical framework employed in this study could be extended to encompass a series of events from different points in time. Such longitudinal comparison would not
